
Blip TV is a video-based site that invites their users to post videos that are created in a television-show format. The videos posted are designed to be an alternative to blogging. Rather than just text, users can use video to express themselves. Blip TV videos all must be done in television show format as it advertises itself as an alternative television channel where users create their own show, and post episodes whenever they are created.  They want to outline the fact that they are a site that features videos that may not make it on television. The mission of the site is that of a television network; to feature episodes of a continuing show, except the shows are created by amateur video-makers. Users can create a following of viewers by posting videos regularly. Videos are titled “episodes” to connote a continuing series of videos by one creator. Each series is called a “show” to emphasize the television network format of the site. 


This amateur, online video network is designed in a way to encourage returning-viewer ship. Videos often have cult following, especially those that are featured shows on the main page of the site. This is what sets Blip TV apart from many other video-based websites. The videos that are posted there cannot be that of anything. The site exists as a means to create an online television show which could result in a viewer ship following. This following leads to more traffic for the site and the creator itself, giving him or her more exposure for their creations. Some users post regularly, using Blip TV as a medium for social commentary, while others use it for more entertainment purpose, creating a talk show-like format. 


Users that create clever and well-produced videos with unique subject matter are rewarded by being featured on the main page of the website. By being posted there, first time visitors to the site are likely to view one of these videos first. The featured shows on the main page have links to the most recent episodes created. While the most recent episodes plays, a link to previous episodes and titles appear on the side of the video. At the bottom of the episode is the title, when it was posted, and a small episode summary. 


The site has a weblog which features the updates the site has made. The creators of the site post when they update a feature of the site. A recent post has boasted about the growth the site has had over the last couple of months. They have been one of the fastest growing internet video sites over the past year. 


Navigation is fairly easy and straightforward on the site. Videos can be browsed according by genre or tag. Genres are categorized as fairly general. If one chooses to log in, they can bookmark their favourite videos and creators. Users can also search directly for a video or creator if they know the title they are looking for. Navigation is fairly well done. Links to other episodes of one show can be found on the user profile page, or links to these previous episodes can be found on the side navigation on a most recent video. On the main site a video begins to play as one visits the site. This causes for some lag in the loading of the site, and could ultimately cause the browser to crash, as it did upon one of my viewings. Visitors with a slower connection speed may not appreciate the video playing automatically as the video is rather large and will play in pieces. Design of the site is rather simplistic with white background and thumbnails of featuring shows on the main page. Options for a first time user are kept to a minimum. Login and register buttons are large, and placed at the top of the page, while further down are the featured shows so that a viewer can watch some of them and decide whether they wish to become a member. 


Uploading is very simple. There are specific step-by step instructions as well as a counter to show how long the video will take to upload. Terms of service are clearly stated and not obscure, or written in such a manner that they are not understandable. 


Because each member of the site who posted videos is assumed to be making a series of videos (episodes), the action links that appear when a video is playing is just that of other episodes of one show. Videos do not link to shows of other members, but rather keeps clean navigation if a visitor is interested in looking at previous episodes of a show.


The site states that the video must be in some form of programming. While they will allow some explicit content within a video (swearing), pornography is no tolerated. Videos are uploaded to the domain and viewed by curators before being posted. One must register with the site and accept the terms of use before uploading any videos. Theft or plagiarism of any kind is not tolerated, and an emphasis is placed on this in the Terms of Use. This is important as all material in the videos uploaded by members should technically be original as they are creating a show of their own.


A large part of the content on the site features social commentary, therefore attracting mainly young adults, estimated between 18 and 25. Social commentary usually appeals to a younger audience as they are more likely to actively listen and perhaps respond to it. Humour and parody within the social commentary is also often used in the shows, limiting jokes to a younger audience such as those who are up-to-date with the latest pop culture. Pop culture commentary and parodies require the viewer to be knowledgeable about recent celebrity gossip as well as have a sense of humour about it. The online video steaming revolution has mainly been headed by young adults. Many of those who post videos online are younger, as they are using the internet as a new means of speaking out. Expressing themselves to a large audience has been made that much easier as other mediums such as television and print are hard to break into. The internet has made it simple for amateur videographers to spread their work all over the world to anyone who has internet access.


Blip TV’s funding comes mainly from advertisements. They have several large companies such as the clothing company, American Apparel running advertisements on their main page. The site also has a large advertising campaign encouraging companies to advertise on their site. As an up-and-coming website, they probably do not have as many clients as they want, so the purpose of this ad is to bring in new clients to make the site grow. Advertisements do not appear before and after episodes, nor do they appear at all on the page while the video is playing. This allows for a clean layout and no distractions during the viewing. Advertisements do appear on all other pages: user profiles, lists for show episodes, and pages talking about the website itself. Blip TV encourages advertising by promising a growth in the site itself and the fact that Blip TV only houses videos by independent creators without an alternative outlet. Advertisements can be made as sponsorships for specific shows if the company has a personal interest in the show or the creator. No information is provided on the actual site about pricing or sizing, but an email is offered if one would like the specifics. Shares for the company are also offered as a means of revenue for the site. 

In order to stay successful, Blip TV must continue to keep videos posted on the site up to certain standards. Websites such as YouTube have grown huge amounts of the last couple of years, and this proves to become problematic. Anyone who has a video feels compelled to upload it even if no one would want to view it. The members of Blip TV who create shows are creative individuals who create internet programs with meaning and uniqueness. What is being posted on Blip TV is worth watching as it is a video of quality which is more that can be said about most YouTube videos.  Perhaps the site will help young talent be discovered and used as a medium to store and show they work to anyone potentially interested. The site also allows artists to contact and interact with other artists. Many members who create a show put also of time and thought into them, allowing different members to share in their craft.


Impact of the site may at the first glance appear to be minimal. Blip TV does not blatantly advertise what the site’s mission is. When one visits with no knowledge about what kind of video streaming site it is, they would have to browse the site for a couple minutes before figuring out that its purpose is for video blogging and journalistic purposes. There is this blurb on the main page about what it is, but I don’t believe it captures what the site’s essence is. “The world is changing as it becomes easier for people to produce great content. We focus on shows — the kind of stuff you might find on television but don't (Blip TV).” I think that the site should gear their focus on how they provide an outlet for intelligent and advanced video bloggers. Blip TV is very different from other video streaming sites, in that it is exclusive to those who wish to create content with substance rather than just any video that was shot. One cause for this may be because they do not want to alienate potential members. If a person feels like their video is not up to par with Blip TV standards, then they will post their video on a larger known site. 


The advantage of Blip TV is that it is still a small site, allowing for more viewings of one’s show. This can create a larger opportunity for those who wished to get noticed and take their craft to a higher level. Other video streaming sites house thousands of random videos, whereas Blip’s videos are created with a purpose. The only disadvantage of this could be potential lack of growth. If Blip TV cannot capture a large enough audience interested in the subject matter, then they will fail to grow. 


One show that appears on Blip TV, is named “Boinkology”. It is a weblog written and spoken by a young woman who has strong views on the pressure Jewish parents put on their children to date other Jewish men. The woman speaks of her escapades with dating non-Jewish men and just dating in general. She speaks in a very dry manner, talking about such subjects such as internet dating, cyber-sex, and not wanting to date a stereotypical Jewish man. She speaks directly to the camera, which works effectively for humour as the audience is able to appreciate every remark and facial expression. While the production value of the video is not high, the writing of the piece is very clever and allows viewers from a traditional family to relate to the video. While this show centres around one individual giving a commentary directly to the audience, interesting enough, it does not provide a name for the woman. Blip TV only provides a website for additional information for the creator. Any viewer who is interested in finding more information about the creator, is forced to go to her domain, where all personal information and contact numbers and email are provided. This gives a direct link to those who are interested in her material. Many other video streaming sites only provide a username and sometimes an email. Blip TV instead gives a more personal look at the members. It becomes about the creator more so than just the video for entertainment value. 

The simple style of  “Boinkology” illustrates how one creator wished to focus on her material, rather than the fact that she was creating a video. The show is not about the medium itself, but rather a place for one to publish their material.

On the other side of the spectrum of videos on Blip TV, is “Political Lunch” which features two students’ commentary on the United States’ current political situation. Rob and Will, the two students creating the video, follow the candidates around the United States during their campaign. They provide real statistics for how each candidate is faring in the polls, as well as each candidate’s current position on issues. Rob and Will summarise the current situation of the presidential campaign, allowing people to stay up to date with the polls, without having to search through many television networks, depending on how each network covers the political parties. These two students are using internet streaming venues to test out their skills as news reporters. Their aim is more serious than that of “Boinkology”, but their investment in Blip TV is the same.

Keeping videos to one theme has advantages and disadvantages. Blip TV is a pioneer with it’s video content in that it creates an outlet for more journalistic-angled videos. The simple and sleek design is uncluttered and attractive to those who wish to keep exploring the site. Each member of the site who posts a video is automatically creating their own show, and each video that is posted is one episode of the show. Blip TV markets themselves as somewhat of a television network, except broadcasting over the internet. It is appealing as it gives the opportunity for social commentary as many other mediums for this are not readily available.
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